
1

Colorado’s U.S. Department of Agriculture - Natural Resources Conservation Service Newsletter 

TTTTHHEEHHEE

CC OO LL OO RR AA DD OOCC OO LL OO RR AA DD OO
NNRRCCSS CCOONNNNEECCTTIIOONNNNRRCCSS CCOONNNNEECCTTIIOONN

655 Parfet Street Room 200A Lakewood, CO 80215-5505 P-720-544-2808 F-720-544-2965 ww.co.nrcs.usda.gov 

Last year at this time 
we were experiencing 
and dealing with the 
worst drought and wild-
fires that this State had 
ever experienced. We 

are still in many ways dealing with miti-
gating the effects of these disasters 
while also assisting in recovery, and 
preparation for the future. 

While we are still engaged in these 
efforts, our plates are quite full with 
Farm bill implementation and other 
"opportunities." I recognize the huge 
workload that is being handled by 
everyone and hope that we take the 
time to realize that our efforts are 
making a difference. I am optimistic 
that we are getting a handle on the 
rules, policies, and procedures for 
implementing the variety of program-
matic changes that were a result of 
the most ambitious conservation provi-
sions ever offered in a Farm bill. We 
have found from the first year and a 
half of this new Farm bill that, as usual, 
the demand for financial assistance 
continues to exceed available funds. 
Our challenge will be to make the most 
efficient use of available funds to 
ensure that citizens are receiving the 
maximum amount of conservation for 
their dollars. 

There have also been a number of 

other changes that may 
concern many of you, 
such as competitive 
sourcing, Technical 
Services Providers (TSPs), 
and office consolidation. 
While the uncertain out-
comes of these changes 
create stress, as is usual-
ly the case, the final out-
comes will prove to have 
less negative impact than 

anticipated. In the competitive sourcing 
process, we have already proven to be 
the most competitive for several func-
tions (Soil Mapping and Clerical) and it 
is expected that we will prove to be the 
most competitive for several more. 
We are moving forward in using TSPs 
through a variety of contracting meth-
ods to fill in gaps where we do not 
have adequate technical assistance 
available. There are only a few offices 
being studied for consideration to be 
consolidated, and we have the flexibility 
to make some management decisions 
to assure that we can keep a delivery 
system that meets the needs of our 
customers in an efficient manner. 

At a recent National Leadership meet-
ing, Chief Bruce Knight outlined the 
agencies priorities for 2004 and those 
were: 

�Streamline and implement Farm Bill 
programs 

�Implement the President's 
Management Initiatives 

�Increase Outreach and Workforce 
Diversity 

�Enable Conservation Delivery by 
Modernization and Expansion of 
Technical Capacity 

con’t. on page 9 
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Zig Ziglar on: 
Big Winners 

…Many years ago I heard 
someone say, "There is no 
limit to what we can do if we 
don't worry about who gets 
the credit." Unfortunately, in 
our world today we still have 
many people who labor under 
the illusion that they've got to 
do everything, because they 
can't depend on anyone else 
to do it right. In his beautiful 
book, The Great Lover's 
Manifesto, David Grant points 
out that the attitude, "If I don't 
do it, it won't be done right," is 
a jealous, fear-filled attitude 
that keeps people stunted. 
The real issue may be, "If I 
don't do it, it won't be done 
my way." 

con’t. on page 6 
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THIS WORKSHOP WAS FOR THE BIRDS 

The Flagler Conservation District col
laborated with NRCS, Colorado Division of 
Wildlife, Rocky Mountain Bird 
Observatory, and Partners for Wildlife to 
host a grassland bird workshop. The field 
day brought some 46 people out to partici
pate and discuss economic diversification, 
bird identification, habitat requirements, 
and conservation planning. Ben Berlinger, 
NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist, 
LaJunta, CO, and Casey Veatch and Ed 
Schmal, two private land biologists, pre
sented information on Farm Bill Programs. 

Berlinger went on to address questions 
regarding rangeland concerns and plant identification while Veatch and Schmal answered questions about 
habitat requirements for grassland birds. The workshop also incorporated activities designed to aid Boy 
Scouts earn a bird watching merit badge. 

Attendees found the workshop to be hugely successful, scoring the entire day a 9 out of 10 rating. And as 
a result, the Flagler CD is planning to host another workshop next year. 

NRCS personnel and numerous landowners recently participated 
The field day was 

The host farm has 400 acres under sub-surface drip irrigation, 
with additional acres planned in the future. It runs an Onions-Corn 
(grain)-Wheat-Pinto Beans rotation. The landowner discussed his 
experience with drip irrigation system and lessons learned over the 
past three years. 

DRIP IRRIGATION S HI TECH 

in a multi-state Drip Irrigation System Tour.  
attended by Colorado and Wyoming personnel, who also worked 
together to host the field day.  

He then gave a tour of the system from his office, to 

YSTEMS GO 

the filter system, to a field of wheat being irrigated the day of the 
tour.  "It was really interesting to see the advancements in this automation system," says one NRCS partici
pant. "This system allows the landowners to control and monitor the entire system from anywhere because of 
the wireless link to a computer system.  This means that a landowner can be on a plane, dial up his computer 
system, and turn the system on to start irrigating, regulate flows of fertilizer or other inputs directly to the 
water, or just to assure that the system is running as planned."  

The host landowner also gave a tour of the filter and delivery components of his irrigation system. 
Special thanks to the West Greeley Conservation District for providing refreshments. 

Colorado Connection 



3

on the pulse 
Area Office News 

Mike DiLuzio, Area 
Engineer, Grand Junction Area 
Office, is working with the Last 
Chance Ditch 11 landowners on 
a new plan and design for their 
Headgate and diversion struc
ture. The Headgate is over 50 
years old and the diversion 
requires yearly maintenance in 
the Roaring Fork River. Sharie 
Prow, District Manager, complet
ed a Headgate inventory so they 
can use the information to help 
obtain funding. 

Area Two

Greeley Field Office 

personnel, Ray Mowery Soil 
Conservationist, TaTrecia Wesley, 
Soil Conservationist, and Shana 
Rininger, Soil Conservation 
Technician, judged the 33rd 
Annual Longs Peak Science and 
Engineering Fair at Colorado 
State University. They chose the 
top two projects in the Senior and 
Junior Divisions with a Natural 
Science theme. This category 
made up about 1/6 of the 95 
entries. Ray and TaTrecia also 
presented awards on behalf of 
the Colorado Chapter of the Soil 
and Water Conservation Society 

Area One

The Grand Junction Field 

Office presented an outdoor 
classroom on soils for Chatfield 
Elementary School. Students 
rotated between six classes every 
half hour for two days. Bob 
Rayer, Soil Scientist, George 
Begay, Soil Conservation 
Technician, and Lloyd "Butch" 
Reed, Soil Conservationist, pre
sented the class. 

The Grand Junction Field 
Office, the Grand Junction Office 
of the Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the Salinity Forum put on a 
tour of the Grand Valley salinity 
control efforts for officials from 
Mexico. Jim Currier, District 
Conservationist, Max Schmidt, 
Soil Conservation Technician, 
Dan Champion, Irrigation Water 
Management Specialist (IWM), 
Mesa Conservation District, and 
Lloyd "Butch" Reed, Soil 
Conservationist, participated 
from our office. The tour was led 
by Jack Barnett from the Salinity 
Forum. 

Recently, John Scott, 
District Conservationist, 
Gunnison Field Office, assisted 
the Gunnison County 
Cattlewomen with their Annual 
AgVenture Day for 1st through 
5th graders. He used the water
shed trailer to help demonstrate 
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how ranchers utilize water in 
their operations. He showed stu
dents how an irrigation system 
works, the need to protect 
stream corridors to maintain 
land productivity, and discussed 
the measurement of water with 
one of the local State Water 
Commissioners. 

John Scott, District 
Conservationist, organized the 
Annual Gunnison 4th grade 
Water Festival. Students partici
pated in three classroom ses
sions where they learned about 
plants, water measurements, fish 
and their habitats, and water
sheds. The students then partici
pated in an outdoor field day 
where they rotated through six 
situations to learn about riparian 
plants, fish migration, water 
measurement, snow measure
ment, stream systems, keeping a 
clean camp on a river, and they 
answered questions with the 
Water Wizard. 

The White River 
Conservation District located in 
the Meeker Field Office is continu
ing to recycle large mining equip
ment tires into tire tanks for live
stock and wildlife. 68 tires were 
converted into tanks this month. 
Since this program began some 
ten years ago, approximately 400 
equipment tires have been recy
cled. 
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Tim Carney, 
D i s t r i c t  
C o n s e r 
v a t i o n i s t ,  
L o n g m o n t  
accepted an 
award on 
behalf of the 
L o n g m o n t  
NRCS Field 
Office and 

the Longmont District as 2003 
Community Business Partner of 
the Year. The St. Vrain School 
District recognized 20 years of 
conservation education, work
shops and scholarships at a com
munity awards ceremony. 

John Fusaro, Range 
Conservationist, Fort Collins Field 
Office taught a class sponsored 
by the Extension Service for 
resource professionals and land 
managers titled "Prairie 
Improvement and Revegetation." 
Topics covered included: 
Understanding the Site, Site 
Capability, Goal Setting, Planning 
and Implementation, and 
Inventory Methods. The class 
was attended by a variety of pro
fessionals from private land own
ers to consultants. 

Gene Backhaus, District 
Conservationist, Ed Spence, Soil 
Conservationist, and Robert 
Duran, summer Intern, from the 
Lakewood Field Office provided 
presentations to some 80 stu
dents at Marshdale Elementary 
on soil erosion and stream bank 
protection. By using the riparian 
trailer, they were able to tie the 
presentation into activities being 
done in the classroom on soil ero
sion and stabilization activities. 

Greeley Field staff provided 
assistance to the West Greeley 
Conservation District's tree sale 
and distribution and planting of 
the District's 20th Living Snow 
Fence. The District sold and dis
tributed over 38,000 tree 
seedlings, along with 35,000 feet 
of weed barrier and other plant
ing supplies to District coopera-
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tors. Also, more than 80 stu
dents from Eaton High School 
provided 200 hours of volunteer 
service to plant the snow fence. 
Colorado Forest Service person
nel also provided 36 hours of 
time and labor to plant trees and 
install a weed barrier. 

This past April, a Small 

Acreage Workshop was held at 
the Latigo Trails. The workshop 
was sponsored by the Kiowa 
Conservation District Grazing 
Lands Coalition Initiative (GLCI) 
grant. NRCS employees from 
Simla and Castle Rock presented, 
and some 118 people participat
ed in the workshop. 

The Mountain States 
Chapter of the International 
Erosion Control Association held 
a conference at Denver 
International Airport (DIA) on 
post-fire stabilization and rehabili
tation. Gene Backhaus, District 
Conservationist, Lakewood Field 
Office, provided a presentation on 
the Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program. 

Akron Field Office employ
ees Blake Hendon, Range 
Conservationist and Renee Koch, 
Soil Conservation technician, 
judged the 48th Annual Morgan-
Washington Bi-County Science 
Fair, where some 139 students 
were in attendance. 

The Holyoke Field Office 
reported that 250,000 trees and 
shrubs were sold through the 
Haxtun CD for conservation 
buffers and windbreaks. Byers 
Field Office reported the Deertrail 
CD sold 30,000 trees. 

Renee Koch, Soil 
Conservation Technician, Akron 
Field Office, assisted with the 
District VO-AG contest spon
sored by Northeastern Junior 
College. She helped in the crop 
contest which had a total of 7 
school districts and 67 students. 

Recently, the Sterling Field 
Office held a training session on 
terrace planning. Dan Moreno, 
Soil Conservation Technician, 
Sterling Field Office, presented 
the workshop which consisted of 
classroom discussion on terrace 
planning, soils, and underground 
utilities. The field portion of the 
training was actual terrace layout 
- determining slope, terrace inter-
vals and terrace closures. 

Area Three

Scott Shirola, formerly of 

CSCB, assisted the Spanish 
Peaks-Purgatoire River CD in giv
ing River and Riparian Study 
Center demonstrations to some 
Las Animas County 4th through 
7th grade schoolchildren. He 
used the river trailer to talk about 
conserving water and protecting 
wildlife. 

Local farmers met to learn 
the advantages of using PAM and 
Hydrogel on their irrigation land. 
Jim Valliant, retired CSU 
Cooperative Extension Service, 
gave a slide show and did a 
demonstration using three differ
ent local soil types. Eleven local 
farmers attended along with 
Kathy Holley, Bureau of 
Reclamation, and Max Schmidt, 
NRCS, both from Grand Junction. 
This workshop was hosted by the 
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Area Three Con’t. 

Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River 
Conservation District and the 
Purgatoire River Water 
Conservancy District, and spon
sored by the Colorado "Bridging 
the - Headgate" partnership of 
Colorado Association of 
Conservation Districts and the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

Rocky Ford Field Office 
District Conservationist David 
Miller's efforts in working with 
the Rocky Ford FFA Soils Judging 
Team prior to State competition 
paid off. The team, which includ
ed Lacey Knapp (Area 
Conservationist, John Knapp's 
daughter), Brenda Martinez, 
and Kay Sturgeon took first 
place in the state competition. 
The team and Miller were recog
nized at the Rocky Ford FFA ban
quet in addition to a recent Rocky 
Ford school board meeting. Bob 
Klinkerman and Deanna Russell, 

two Soil Conservationists from 
Rocky Ford Field Office, also 
helped the team. 

John Knapp, and 
Mary Miller, La Junta 
Area Office, and Roy Hall, 
Greeley Area Office pro
vided training to newly-
elected Congressperson 
Musgrave's staff. Topics 
included the conservation 
partnership in Colorado 
Farm Bill programs, other 
NRCS programs and proj
ects in Colorado. 

The Sangre de Cristo 
RC&D held its spring meet
ing in Westcliffe recently. In 
addition to the meeting, the 
council and local dignitaries 
and project participants ded
icated a newly erected pavil
ion in Westfcliffe. The RC&D 
assisted in finding financing 
for the project. 

Area Four
 67 Ignacio High School 
students assisted the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe's Environmental 
Program's Division, Water 
Resources Division, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service with a stream bank reha
bilitation project on Dry Creek 
near Ignacio. The biology and 
chemistry classes contributed 
more than 150 hours of assis
tance over a two-day period to 
help stabilize an eroding section 

tion, hundreds of willow whips 
were planted along the stream 
bank, along with narrow leaf cot
tonwood and chokecherry 
seedlings. Wire cages were 
installed over the cottonwood 
seedlings to prevent damage 
from beaver and other wildlife. 

The project was used as an 
educational tool to teach stu
dents about water quality, 
stream dynamics, and wildlife 
habitat. When asked if they 
would want to do more than one 
day of field work, one group of 
students replied, "Oh yeah, we 
want to do this all week!" 
Because of the positive attitude 
of the students and teachers, 
and the amount of work that was 
accomplished, two more field 
days are planned in coming days. 

of stream bank, 

The stu
dents built and 
installed willow 
fascines and 
wattles to help 
stabilize vertical 
cut-banks along 
the creek. The 
slope was then 
shaped, seeded 
with grass, and 
covered with 
erosion-control 
matting. In addi-

Colorado Connection 
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Zig Ziglar Con’t.Area Four Con’t. The riverside ditch and Allan 
Extension completed an upgrade to 

the ditch which will 
improve and increase 
the delivery of irrigation 
water. The project con
sists of three structures 
located north of Buena 
Vista, CO. The struc
tures, including a flume 
and two inverted 
siphons carry an aver
age of 23 cfs. 

The upper

structure is an

inverted siphon

consisting of a 30

inch pipe. The sec

ond structure (a

flume) crosses

F r e n c h m a n ' s 

Creek, a small

stream flowing

into the Arkansas

River. The last

structure is an inverted siphon crossing a narrow ravine along 4-Elk Creek.

The structures will decrease irrigation water loss and reduce maintenance.


Ute Mountain UteUte Mountain Ute TTribe Livestock
ribe Livestock
WWaterater Development
Development

For the past five years the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe, with the assistance 
on the EQIP Program, has been in the 
process of constructing livestock water 
pipelines, with storage facilities and 
drinkers. These new water develop
ments enable the livestock producers to 
manage the range through proper dis
bursement of their livestock. Prior to 
installation of these new water develop

ments with a drinker, approximately every two miles, livestock water sources were far 
and few between, with a windmill every ten miles or so. To date, the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe has installed over 46 miles of livestock pipeline, with 32 tire tank troughs 
and five 420,000 gallon steel storage tanks. Another 11 miles of pipeline and eight 
more tire drinkers are planned for this year. 

Water for most of these developments comes from Mcfee Reservoir by canal to 
the Tribe's Farm and Ranch Enterprise and it is all gravity-fed. The tribe has one stor
age tank that is pump-fed from ground water, then gravity flowed to the pipelines. 
Along with the water developments, the tribe has grazing management plans using a 
summer rest rotation system. 

That's certainly a sobering 
thought and one that should 
give all of us pause to wonder 
particularly the perfectionists in 
life who believe there are two 
ways to do anything: their 
way or the wrong way. These 
people, across the board, are 
generally frustrated and sel-
dom end up developing and 
using their full potential. 
Perfection is hard to achieve. 
However, good effort and a 
sincere conviction that you've 
done your best are hallmarks 
of the big winners in life. 

I love the expression "Success 
is hones effort, fully expended, 
in quest of a worthy ideal." 
When you take that approach, 
the results will be so signifi-
cant you won't need to worry 
about who gets the credit or if 
the effort was perfect or not. 

…Adapted from Zig's book 
Staying Up, Up, Up In A Down, 

Down World. 

Tips That Teach 
“Where there is a human 

being, there is an opportunity 
for kindness.” 

“Well-timed silence has more 
eloquence than speech.” 

“You may have a fresh start 
any moment you choose, for 
this thing we call 'failure' is 
not the falling down, but the 

staying down.” 

“If you haven't got the time to 
do it right, when will you find 

the time to do it over?” 

“Who of you by worrying can 
add a single hour to his life?” 

Colorado Connection 
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The U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Natural
Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS)released
results from its new annual
National Resources
Inventory (NRI).  The NRI
provides comprehensive and
statistically reliable informa-
tion resource conditions and
trends on non-Federal
lands.  Today's announce-
ment marks the first release
of data since the NRI began

a transition from a 5-year to
an annual survey.  

"NRCS is conducting an
annual inventory to respond
to the need for more timely
natural resource informa-
tion to support conservation
policy development," said
NRCS Chief Bruce Knight.
"This data release provides
national level estimates on
the status and trends for
soil erosion, land use, and

urbanization and
development." 

Results from the
2001 Annual NRI
on cropland soil
erosion show:

*Conservation
efforts have
reduced soil ero-
sion substantial-
ly, from 3.1 billion
tons per year in
1982 to 1.8 billion
tons per year in
2001.

*Between 1982
and 2001, sheet
and rill erosion
(the removal of
layers of soil
from the land
surface by the
action of rainfall
and runoff)
dropped from 4.0

tons per acre per year to 2.7
tons per acre per year.

*Wind erosion dropped
from 3.3 tons per acre per
year to 2.1 tons per acre
per year during the same
period.

NATIONALLY SPEAKING
Results from New Annual National Resource Inventory (NRI) Released
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On Tuesday, July 8, Bruce
Knight, NRCS Chief, testified
before the Senate Clean Air,
Climate Change and Nuclear
Safety Subcommittee of the
Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee.
Chief Knight discussed the
USDA's carbon sequestration
programs and steps taken
towards global climate
change.  He emphasized
Conservation Programs being
used to sequester carbon
while keeping land in pro-
duction.

Under the EQIP, NRCS pro-
vided guidance to states to
reward actions that
sequester carbon and reduce

greenhouse gases within
the EQIP ranking system.

CRP and WRP can pro-
vide significant
amounts of carbon
sequestration.
Conservation of

cultivated

lands back into forests, grass-
lands or wetlands, which
occurs on CRP and WRP
lands, fosters the accumula-
tion of carbon in soils and
vegetation. 

The Department plays an
active role in the govern-
ment's activities to address
climate change, including,
scientific research, technolo-
gy development, internation-
al bilateral and multi-lateral
cooperation, efforts to
encourage actions in the pri-
vate sector, and policy devel-
opment and implementa-
tion.  For the first time,
USDA will consider the
reduction of greenhouse
gases in setting priorities and
in allocating resources within
the portfolio of conservation
programs we administer.
The actions build on a foun-
dation of ongoing research
and technology develop-
ment.

The actions announced by
USDA include financial assis-
tance, demonstrations, pilot
programs, education, and
capacity building.  We are
also setting out to improve
out ability to measure and
monitor changes in carbon
storage and greenhouse gas
emissions so that we can
accurately track our progress
in implementing these
actions.

Chief Knight Speaks Before U.S. Senate Subcommittee
on Clean Air, Climate Change, and Nuclear Safety

NRCS Releases
Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Planning

(CNMP) Cost Assessment
NRCS released the results of
an assessment that looks at
the costs associated with the
development and implemen-
tation of CNMPs for animal
feeding operations.  The
report details:

�Livestock operations that 
are expected to need a 
CNMP

�Overview of the cost 
assessment approach 

�Nutrient management 
costs 

�Off-farm transport costs 

�Off-farm nutrient manage-
ment costs

�Land treatment costs

�Manure and wastewater 
handling and storage costs 

�Recordkeeping costs

�CNMP development costs

�Summary of CNMP devel-
opment and implementa-
tion costs
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Callie
Hendrickson

Executive
Vice President

A WORD FROM OUR PARTNERS

CACD's Camp Rocky
saw its largest number
of participants ever.

This summer's camp hosted 60 stu-
dents.

CACD is moving.  Callie
will move and work
from Fruita, while the

Lakewood-based office will simply
move across the hall.  The new
address will be 3000 Youngfield,
Suite 161, Lakewood, CO  80215.

CACD recently hired a
new administrative
assistant.  Jacki Craig

recently accepted the appointment
after a fruitful position working for
an NACD Regional Director.

CACD is planning the
southwest and Pacific
Regional NACD con-

ference.  The conference will be
held in Colorado Springs from
September 7-10, 2003.  The 4-day
meeting will be held at the Sheraton
South.

Ten pivot irrigation sys-
tems in Yuma County
were updated thanks to

the Governor's Office of Energy
Management and Conservation.  It
provided some $50,000 as cost-share
funds for the installation of new
electric motors, pumps, and a nozzle
package.

Contracts have been
mailed to the 77 conser-
vation districts as the

next step in the distribution of the
$391,714 Direct Assistance funds.
Each district received approximately
$5,100.

Arrangements are being
made for a tour of
Salinity projects for the

Basin Forum Meeting, which will be
held in Montrose on August 5-7.
Some 20-25 participants are expect-
ed from several states, and will be
touring project sites throughout the
Grand Valley.

Four districts are planning
to conduct elections this
fall to remove term lim-

its.  We are providing information
and support to Colorado First, Routt
County, Dove Creek and Gunnison
CDs in helping them make arrange-
ments and meet deadlines.

Robert Zebroski
Director

Colorado Colorado Association of Conservation DistrictsAssociation of Conservation Districts
Colorado SColorado State Conservation Boardtate Conservation Board

STC Comments Con’t.

We recognize the importance of these 
priorities for Colorado NRCS and will
be utilizing all resources available to
not only meet the current workload
and direction, but to also look to the
future.  We will be discussing our
future vision for Colorado NRCS at the
next State Leadership meeting in
August.  Suffice it to say that I am truly
excited about the future of NRCS and
our role in working with Conservation
Districts and other partners for pri-
vate lands conservation.

Nature Conservancy
& Yuma CD Range Day --Aug. 14

Wetland Delineation
Manual Training------------Aug. 18-22

Farm Show ------------------Aug. 20- 21

Asian Pacific Islander
Fifth Annual Conf. --------Aug 25-29

Working Cattle Quietly
Workshop --------------------Aug. 29 

SouthWest & Pacific
NACD Regional Conf. ----Sept. 7-10

Conservation Planning
Course, Modules 6-8 ------Sept 8-11 

Employee Relations
Training ----------------------Sept 15-18

You may
want to
jot this
down

UUpp--aanndd  CCoommiinngg




